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The Genealogy of Corporations. The Medieval Origin of the Financial Corporate Form and

RRES

its diffusion: the Case-Study of Nineteenth-Century Japan

The month of July which I have spent in Nagoya has been very productive.
In order to pursue my research project I have done archival and
bibliographical research. Archival research has been conducted in Tokyo on
the archival funds of Hermann Roesler, kept at the Sophia University, and
on the library of Adam Smith at the University of Tokyo. My colleague and
host Yoshiya Nishimura has helped me to find and consult books which are
difficult if not almost impossible to find outside Japan. The Roesler archive
has proven to be an interesting fund. Hermann Roesler worked on the
installment of the corporate form in Japan and I have studied some of his
R R unpublished letters and his published works. My research has proved that a
consistent link did exist between Roesler and the German scholars of the
so-called Historische Rechtschule — which is fundamental for my research
on the Casa di San Giorgio of Genoa. The work on Adam Smith’s library was
less specific than that on Roesler’s archive. However, it was very
stimulating. The University of Tokyo has some of the books of Adam Smith
(the rest is in Edinburgh). My hypothesis is that I could compare Adam
Smith’s thought on the British East India Company to that of Machiavelli
on the Casa di San Giorgio. I have looked extensively at the marginalia on

Smith’s book and in the future I am confident that I can develop some
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hypothesis on this subject. However, the subject is so wide, that I need to
consult also Smith’s library in Scotland.

During my staying I have reinforced my network, speaking with various
colleagues, and particularly with professors Hitomi Sato (Konan
University), Shinji Nohara (University of Tokyo), and Hiro Takezawa of the
University of Kyoto. Professor Takezawa is particularly interested in
connecting Machiavelli’s thought to thinkers in the British world of the 17t
and 18t centuries. His advice could be particularly fruitful in the future for
my research on the Casa di San Giorgio and Machiavelli.

Professor Nohara asked me to join his research project on Adam Smith’s
library and with Professor Sato I could develop further projects on
communication and politics related to the Italian Peninsula in the future.
Particularly interesting has been also the visit to the University of Nagoya
together with Professor Nishimura. I have found there several unstudied
letters of Piero Sraffa, one of the major economist of the 20t century.
Among the various colleagues who have helped me during my staying I
would like to mention professor Masahiro Katoh, who have organized a very
stimulating seminar in Kyoto at the Ritsumeikan University. Very helpful
and interesting has been also the meeting of the Japanese association for
the history of Itaiy held in Tokyo. Finally, I would like to spend a few words
about my host and colleague, Professor Nishimura. In the past years,
during my staying as visiting scholars, I have had many hosts and
colleagues who had accompanied and supported me. I was visiting scholar
in various universities (Chiacago, Yale, Cape Town, Montreal). Among all

the colleagues Professor Nishimura has been the most helpful and

supportive.
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